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00:58 
Good morning, everybody. Just before I formally open this Pm, can I just confirm that those who have 
joined online can clearly hear and see me? Yes. Excellent. Thank you very much for that. And can I just 
also confirm that the live stream has commenced as well. I'm getting a thumbs up which is great. Two 
thumbs three thumbs up. Thank you very much. Thank you very much. It is now 10 o'clock, and I would 
like to welcome you all to this preliminary meeting, which precedes the examination of the proposed a 
12, Chelmsford, 281 20 widening scheme. My name is Adrian Hunter. I'm a chartered town planner. 
And I've been appointed by the Secretary of State to the lead member of this panel to examine this 
application made prodrome a consent order by national highways. Just before I run through some 
preliminary housekeeping matters, I would just like to ask the other members of the panel if they could 
introduce themselves, please. 

02:01 
Good morning. My name is Max Wiltshire. I'm a chartered civil engineer. And I've been appointed by 
the Secretary of State to be a member of this panel. Thank you. 

02:13 
Good morning. My name is John ghost. I'm a solicitor. And I've also been appointed by the Secretary of 
State to be a member of this panel. Thank you. 

02:24 
Thank you both. Together, we constitute the examining authority for this application. Those of you 
joining online in the arrangements conference. And for those of you who are present in the room, you 
may well have already spoken to Deborah Allen, who is the case manager for this project. They are 
also supported by a number of other colleagues from the case team who are here today and a number 
who are online as well. If you have any specific questions on the process, then I would suggest that the 
case team or your first point of contact just before we begin to consider the the items on this morning's 
agenda, I would just like to deal with a few housekeeping matters. If I could just some general 
observations. I will try to get through these as quickly as possible. So just please bear with me. There's 
no fire drill proposed this morning. So if the alarm does sound, we need to evacuate the building by the 
nearest emergency exits, which I'm thinking I want to do my airline impressions, but they're here, 
through here. And I'm being waved at the back of the room as well. And the assembly point is what I 
understand is in the car parked outside the building as well. Can I also ask that all audible advices on 
Audible notifications for electronic devices be switched off. And just to help reduce background noise if 
you're not speaking, please turn off microphones as well. Also just like to say a few words with regards 
to jet general data protection if I could as well. You will know from our letter these 12 December 2022, 
which we will refer to as a rule six letter from here on. This is when this event has been recorded as 
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well as being live streamed. digital recordings are retained and when published, will form a public 
record and may contain your general information and your personal information which the GDPR 
regulations apply. The planning inspectors practice is to retain and publish recordings for a period of 
five years, and the Secretary of State's decision on the application. Consequently, if you participate in 
today's preliminary meeting, it's important that you understand that you will be recorded and that you 
therefore consents, the retention and publication of this digital recording. We will only ever ask for 
information to be placed on the public record that is important and relevant to the planning decision. It 
will only be in the rarest of circumstances do we might ask you to provide personal information, the type 
that most of us would prefer to keep private. Therefore, to avoid the need to edit the recording, we 
would ask that it is that you try your best to add information to public record you try not to add 
information to the public record that you would like to be kept private and confidential. Just before I 
move on, does anybody have any questions about GDPR? As I just stated? No Excellent. Thank you. 
This meeting will follow the agenda I set out in the real six letter. That letter is on the planning 
inspectors website and can be found at the examination Library Reference PD 005. And I hope you all 
have a copy of that it might be possible for the applicant to possibly share this for us as well. I think at 
some point, that'll be helpful if you turn to annex A of the letter, this is the agenda for this meeting. And 
we're currently on item one. Thank you very much for that. As we move through the agenda, VSA will 
introduce each agenda item in turn, and we'll make a number of introductory comments. Once that has 
been done, we will then invite those interested parties who have registered speak to speak against that 
item. We will then invite any other comments from other parties and any final comments. If at any point 
you wish to speak against an agenda item, you subsequently subsequently think of another point, we 
ask you to raise your hand if you're in the room, or use the MS teams raise hand functions for those 
people that are online. Once we have heard or comments on that matter, We'll then move on to the 
next item on the agenda. The final item on the agenda is any other matters. So if something does occur 
to you, after we've moved on from a particular matter on the agenda, please raise it under this item. On 
that note, please note that the MS chat function for those online is disabled and cannot be used. All 
Comments must be submitted to us orally. This Pm is scheduled to finish about one o'clock but we are 
confident of of concluding all matters by then, should this Pm take the full RT time, we may need to 
take a break mid morning possibly about 1130. Just before I move on to some minor matters. Anybody 
got any comments or questions with regards to those procedures for this morning's meeting? Right 
Thank you and the thing online. Excellent, thank you. Moving on to the purpose of this morning's 
plenary meeting, you're here because you are the applicant or representative the applicant, you 
represent a house or a local authority. You represent bodies that are statutory parties, you have sent in 
a relevant representation. And those become an interested party. You're an individual or a body 
affected by the application for a compulsory acquisition of land or rites of land, or a combination of 
these categories. There may also be other people who are not covered by these, whichever you are. 
You're all very welcome here today. Let me just briefly explain why we are here today. We're here to 
focus on the way in which we intend to examine this application, we will only be discussing the 
procedural aspects of the examination today. So much of it may be tempting to do so we're not taking 
any evidence at this meeting. And we're not discussing the merits or any concerns you may have with 
regards to the application does this discussions will only be considered once this examination begins 
which will be following the close of this preliminary meeting. This is a working meeting. So in running it 
we intend to temper efficiency with fairness and mean to allow you to all have your say, and to allow 
you to inform us of what we need to know at this stage. However, we will endeavour to make sure that 



 - 3 - 

yours and our contributions are as to the point and focused as possible. So that we met maybe we can 
make the best use of the time available and allow everybody who wishes to speak the opportunity to do 
so. As already said the recording the printed meeting will be done and it'll be placed on the planning 
Inspectorate website as soon as possible after the close of this morning's meeting. We will also issue a 
further letter known as our relate letter, which will include a finalised timetable, and details of any 
procedural decisions which come out from the submissions made to us today. We'll aim to issue this 
letter again as soon as possible after the close of this preliminary meeting. Please also bear in mind 
that the only official record of the proceedings are the notes and the other recordings that are placed on 
the planning inspectors, websites, tweets, blogs, and any similar communications arising out of this 
meeting will not be accepted as evidence in the examination. I have a list of interested parties who 
have registered to attend this plenary meeting either in person or online. And those persons who have 
registered speak and against which item they have chosen to speak against. So for the purposes of the 
recording, when you do speak, please can we ask you that you state your name, your interest in the 
case and who you represent. For those people watching the livestream? Should we at any point break 
these proceedings this morning, we will have to stop the live stream in order to give us a clear 
recording files. As a result of that point, when we will commence the meeting and restart the live 
stream. You may need to refresh your browser to review the restarting stream. I will remind you if this 
does occur for those online. So just before we move on to item two on the agenda, does anybody have 
any comments or questions on these introductory matters that I've just briefly run through? Nobody in 
the room and I'm not seeing anybody online. Okay, that's great. Thank you very much for that. So 
we've had Can I move on to item two, which is the examiner authorities remarks about the examination 
progress. And if I can miss the course, please. 
 
10:07 
Thank you, Mr. Hunter. As you can see from the agenda, Item two is concerned with the examining 
authorities remarks about the examination process, which is Annex B to the rules six letter XB, you will 
see that the examining authority have made written comments or how it intends to carry out the 
examination. pleased to hear that I'm not going to go read the statement in full as I assume you've all 
looked at it already and understood it. But I thought I could draw your attention to one particular point. It 
says the draft examination timetable includes a series of numbered deadlines for receipt of written 
submissions. Timely submissions received by the relevant deadline and that address its purpose will be 
accepted. documents received after a deadline are only accepted at the discretion of the examining 
authority and may not be accepted to ensure fairness to all parties. circumstances where documents 
are submitted late without good reason cause inconvenience and or delay to other parties and can 
amount to unreasonable behaviour. So just a reminder, pleased to note the deadlines and make sure 
that any documents are submitted within those. Now I see for this particular item, we've got a couple of 
people who have a couple of bodies who've registered to speak, which is the applicant and also Essex 
County Council. So if I could ask the applicant first if they would like to address this particular item. 
Thank you. 
 
11:50 
Thank you, Reuben Taylor, Casey, on behalf of National Highways instructed by Womble bond 
Dickinson, thank you for the opportunity to talk to this particular item. I think you've got hopefully a letter 
that was sent on the third of January of 2023, the applicants response to the rule, rule six letter, and the 
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issues that we wish to raise in relation to the preliminary meeting are all set out in that. In particular, 
we've referred to a number of issues, I think some of which are coming up later on the agenda. The the 
timetable for examination, for example. And a number of other matters. In terms of the generality of 
Annex B. Ama, I'm instructed that we're we're generally content with with what is set out there. So I 
don't have anything specific to raise at this stage. But as in when the various items in our in our letter 
from the third of January arise, then I'll raise them during the course of the morning. Thank you. 
 
13:07 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. And just to confirm, yes, we have seen the letter of the third of January and thank 
you for that. Moving on to the Ethics Council is either Gary McDowell Billy Parr might be speaking on 
this. 
 
13:27 
Thank you very much. I'm Billy Parr, head of Network Development at Passaic County Council. Thank 
you for the opportunity to speak. And similarly, we're happy with the arrangements that have been set 
out in the grocery clutter by and large. With regards to the logistics of the examination, it would be 
helpful to know where the in person hearings are going to be held. If not at this location, we would 
suggest that this is a good location it is well located in respect to scheme that would be helpful. With 
regards to your points on deadlines, we absolutely appreciate there will be deadlines throughout 
examination, we will do our utmost to meet those. It may be that we can cover this under item four in a 
bit more detail. But we are also engaged with national highways on the lower Thames crossing project. 
The DCi for the application has been accepted by pins for examination there will we understand the 
overlap potentially between the examinations? So if at all possible, if account can be taken out so that 
deadlines don't coincide and there's a bit of a gap between them. That would be very helpful. Thank 
you. 
 
14:33 
Yes, thank you for that. That's a point well made about the Thames crossing and we'll we'll we'll try and 
avoid any too much pressure in relation to that. So thanks for that. Yeah, are there any other interested 
parties that wish to speak under this item on the agenda 
 
14:58 
so it just to pick up on the point about who She venues. We haven't had a panel decided yet where that 
will be. But that's something that we will certainly consider and sort of look into. And, you know, there's 
quite helpfully what you pointed out there. Yeah. 
 
15:14 
Right, thank you. I'm not aware of any hands in the room or anyone else. So I'll move on to Mr. 
Wiltshire and Item three, thank you. 
 
15:24 
Thank you very much. Please turn to Annex C other all six letter Annex C sets out the examining 
authorities. initial assessment of the principal issues, which we are required to do under Section 88 of 
the Planning Act 2008. The principal issues have been compiled alphabetically and not in order of 
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importance. This annex is neither comprehensive nor an exclusive list of all principal issues. It's an 
indicative list as we start the examination, but it does not determine the scope of the examination. It will 
inevitably be the case that other issues will arise during the course of examination, which would be 
appeared to be important and relevant. And those issues will be considered and examined thoroughly. 
When that happens, equally, issues on the list may turn out to be not as important as they appear to be 
now. It should also be noted the number the principal issues have an interrelationship and overlap. 
These will be reflected in the examination. I can see that the following have registered to speak on this 
item. The applicant, Essex County Council more than District Council messing come in with parish 
council. Boring parish council missing an English Action Group Limited. Possibly you Western aid of 
STEM efforts in Mahoney and the CP R E. I will allow each to speak in turn and then any interested 
party who wants to speak afterwards. Before I commence, is there anyone in the room or online? Who 
wants to wish this to speak? But I'm not called out their name yet. 
 
17:33 
I can't see any hands. Okay. So I'm going to work my way through the people I've listed in in the order I 
listed them. So initially the applicant please. 
 
17:49 
So thank you, Reuben Taylor, national highways. So you will have seen from the rule six letter 
applicant response that I referred to earlier of the third of January at Section five, that the applicants 
very grateful for the initial assessment of the principal issues to assist you. We have produced a 
shedule. To to that letter, the list of issues that you provided cross referenced with where those issues 
are dealt with in the environmental statement or otherwise, in the application documents. We we hope 
that that initial piece of work will assist both you and everybody else interested in in this process. Thank 
you. 
 
18:40 
Thank you very much, Mr. Taylor, that that is very helpful that shedule and I think it'll be helpful for 
everybody concerned. Next on my list is Essex County Council just Can I remind people to introduce 
themselves again, I know it's a bit tedious to do that. But that helps us with the recording of this. So 
Essex County Council please. 
 
19:05 
Thank you, Billy bar from excuse me, Billy par from Essex County Council. And so we have reviewed 
the list of principal issues within annex CFD through all six letter, we are contented as a comprehensive 
list and covers pretty much most of what we expect to want to cover throughout the examination. We 
would say that as a major highway scheme, we think a lot of focus will be on traffic and transport 
issues, which is item number 18 of the list. So we would like to make sure that's well covered. And 
other important issues for us will be the draft DCO the scope of the development, air quality and flood 
risk. Thank you. 
 
19:56 
Thank you very much, Mr. Parr. Moving on to Malden District Council. 
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20:05 
Good morning. My name is Jackie. Oh gosh, this is reverberating sorry, I can hear myself. All right, my 
name is Jackie long and I'm more than District Council. 
 
20:20 
And what that is a host of authority. Regarding Annex C, we agree with most of the principal issues but 
in particular, we've referred to principal issues six, the gas pipeline diversion. In addition to the three 
issues set out by the examining authority in Annex C of the rural six modern District Council considers 
that the arrangements for operational maintenance of the diverted gas pipeline and any permanent or 
temporary requirements for access to the affected land should also be reviewed by the examining 
authority just as they are being examined for the primary project of the H 12. A present the examination 
only appears concerned with the diversion of the gas pipeline was further discussions with the applicant 
have clarified with this council, that the that the project includes a current gated field access in little 
braxted. This would be used by cadent post construction of the diversion for any maintenance 
requirements. The council feels this matter still requires further consideration due to the designated 
historic assets in the vicinity of the access, including a grade one listed church, as well as, as well as 
the relatively minor nature of little braxted lane as a highway consisting of a single track with passing 
places and historic bridges designated as grade two listed buildings. Thank you. 
 
22:05 
Thank you very much, Mr. Long, man, that's very helpful. And some very helpful, specific points related 
to that gas pipeline diversion. I'll move on now to messing come in with parish council, please, if you'd 
Introduce yourself. 
 
22:24 
Good morning. My name is Andrew Harding. I'm missing come in with a parish councillor. For the ease 
of the committee and the examining authority this morning. I'm quite content that we echoed of what 
you'll hear from the Action Group sort of stir at a later point. I think he's next to speak or in to speaking 
slots. So for the time being we are content with the situation. Thank you. Thank you very much, 
 
22:52 
Mr. Hardy. The next on my list is Borum. parish council please. 
 
23:02 
Linda Reed Boren, parish council Boren parish council is generally satisfied with the initial assessment 
of principal issues. But we have a particular interest in item 18, traffic and transport, particularly with 
regard to traffic impacts on BoRam as a local community, and we just asked for consideration of other 
projects impacting Gorham in completing this item. Thank you. 
 
23:39 
Thank you very much, Miss Reed. That is very helpful. I know my colleague will refer to it later, but we 
we did a site visit yesterday. So we've we've been to Bagram and we've observed the traffic there. So 
we've begun to visualise what you're talking about. Thank you, I now move on to messing and in with 
Action Group Limited Please introduce yourself. 
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24:17 
Good morning. Thank you very much. My name is Steven Humphries. I'm a solicitor and I'm instructed 
by the Messinger linworth Action Group Limited in respect of item three, the only point that the MIAA G 
I'll refer them to is probably simpler. Mid would like to make is potentially relevant to to item 18 and 
Annex C. It may well fall under item five in terms of the measures that are in the DCO but it relates 
predominantly to the ongoing responsibility in respect to the maintenance predominantly maintenance 
and operation of local roads compared to the strategic highway Network. This not not going into the 
merits or any further detail in respect of evidence, but this partly plays into a point that Mr. Ag will make 
later on this afternoon. Concerning the potential need for a fund or costings where the assessments are 
found to not necessarily play true in terms of the impact from the scheme. So it's just another item that 
we would like to see covered off, respectfully, and that as I say, may well fit under item 18. Thank you. 
 
25:41 
Thank you very much, Mr. 
 
25:42 
Humphrey. As I move down the list, I've possibly got you Western any of Stanford's wanting to speak 
on this item? Is that the case? Is he present? I don't think we have him present. Do we 
 
26:12 
assume no. Thank you. The next person is m Mahoney. Thank you. Do you want to come forward 
please. So you've got a microphone. 
 
26:42 
My name is Ian Mahoney. I live in Hi Claire, which is in the middle of hatful barrel. And my concerns. 
And what we'd like to talk about today and obviously be listed to the inspectors is about the temporary 
footbridge that is going to be put across from one side of Apple parallel to the other. Which lands which 
lands right in the middle of my garden. 
 
27:14 
Mr. Mahoney. I'm sure it's a very relevant item. I'm just wondering whether this is the correct place to 
discuss it. If if this relates to that list of principal issues. That's that's fine. But this may be more 
appropriate in the open floor hearing this afternoon. 
 
27:34 
Okay, well, what I want to make sure is that you are will be inspecting the the set of plans that I have 
been given, uh, not as the ones that have been presented to you. 
 
27:49 
It will be absolutely fine to submit those to the examination after this, after these hearings today, and we 
you know, with a written note of what you want to highlight to us, and when we will look at that. You're 
also more than welcome to raise that as some other point today. Okay. It just doesn't quite sit under 
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this agenda item. Okay. Okay. But we are noting this and the open floor hearing this afternoon, maybe 
the more appropriate point. 
 
28:23 
Okay, I'll bring those up this afternoon, then. 
 
28:26 
Thank you very much. Yeah, we do want to hear about them. Okay. Thank you. Last on the list that I 
have is CPR II please if they'd like to introduce themselves. Case Officer, CPRE aren't in attendance 
today however, they are watching the live stream 
 
28:58 
to speak Oh, do something live stream. Okay, thank you. I noticed a hand up I am going to asked 
whether there's any questions from interested parties about the initial assessment of principle issues. 
So if there is within the room, raise your hand if you're online, raise your hand. Okay. I can see a 
number of people. So I've got I'm just gonna write these down and then I'll go round. So we've got 
Councillor Evans from Ferring parish council. Lady in the rooms raised her hand, can you just introduce 
yourself? So I know who you are. 
 
29:47 
So Ruth, my bit from chance to city council planning. Chelmsford. 
 
29:54 
Anybody else? I think I've got two people. I I'm Councillor Evans who we deal with the point you wish to 
raise first, please. 
 
30:08 
Yes. Can you hear me? Yes, yeah. Oh, I'm echoing as well. I was going to raise it this afternoon. But I 
can raise it now as a something to be added to the principal items during parish council and we 
understand other parishes along the route are unclear as to whether and when the issue of designated 
funds will be addressed. And we'd like to ask that this is somewhere on the principal issues, please. 
Because we've been advised that this may be a way of alleviating some of the impact on local roads 
and routes and local connectivity, both motorised and non motorised. But if it's not covered in 
designated funds, then we probably may well need to raise it as part of this DCO hearing. 
 
31:11 
Thank you, Councillor Evans, that's, that's helpful. We have noted that. Okay, Miss Mabbott. Point you 
wish to make? 
 
31:26 
Thank you, just to say that we have no issues and we have content with the principal issues listed by 
the examining authority. And can I just thank you for attending or the site visit to BoRam yesterday, I 
think that was very helpful. Thank you. Thank you. 
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31:46 
Have I missed anybody? Last call. Okay, thank you. We will now move on to item four. 
 
32:01 
Thank you, Mr. Bucha. for that. For this item, you'll need Annex D of the rule six letter in front of you, 
which sets out the ESA draft timetable. 
 
32:14 
The purpose of this 
 
32:15 
agenda item is is for us to hear any comments that parties may have in relation to our draft timetable. 
Or just please note that we're not making any decisions on the examination timetable at today's 
meeting. But we will issue the final examination timetable, taking into account the submissions that we 
received within our rule eight letter which were published on the website as soon as we can after this 
meeting. In the interest of brevity, I don't intend to run through the full draft timetable. But there's just 
some points that I would just wish to highlight at this stage. What I wanted is just deal with the initial 
stages. Then the early examination deadlines, first site inspections, and then finally just touch on 
hearings. After these brief introductory comments, I will then invite those parties who registered to 
speak and to make their submissions. So stating, just starting with a brief overview of the initial stages, 
as I've as I've already said, as soon as practicable. After this started, the examination will issue I'll 
relate letter, which will finalise the timetable. And at the same time, we will issue off first written 
questions on the application. Deadline one is currently timetable for Monday, the 30th of January, when 
amongst other things we'll be expecting to receive written notifications from those people or 
organisations who wish to speak at issue specific hearings and compulsory purchase hearings or 
further open floor hearing if required. These are currently programmed the week commencing the 27th 
of February. deadline to is currently programmed to the 13th of February. This deadline, we will expect 
the responses to our first reading questions, the submission of local impact reports and the relevant 
local authorities and written representations. And as you will see from our draft timetables, the further 
six proposed deadlines were where we require information being submitted. But for expediency, I don't 
plan to go through all of those in detail now. In terms of site visits, as colleagues already mentioned, I 
confirmed that we undertook an accompanying site inspection yesterday, which was carried out on 
public land only where we observe the proposed route along with another a number of specific 
locations that have been highlighted to us who has submitted relevant representations. A note detailing 
our route and those locations visited republished on the infrastructure website as soon as we possibly 
can after this meeting. So you all are able to see where we've been and what we did. It is possible that 
we may take further on a company site inspections during the examination process. However, when 
inspection is needed on land where we need consent to access the land, or where reasonable requests 
are made to accompany the inspection, the inspection and accompany our company that site 
inspection will be held and the draft timetable makes provision for these during the week commencing 
the 27th of February. To help prepare As the applicant is going to prepare a draft itinerary by deadline 
once again the 30th of January. For this visit, comments on the applicants draft, a company site 
inspection arrangements and the itinerary invited by deadline to which is the 13th of February and will 
then enter publish the final details on Monday the 20th of February to detail exactly three where and 
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when we're gonna go on that accompany site is turning briefly to hearings, the draft timetable makes 
provision for hearings to be held. On the week commencing the 27th of January, the week commencing 
the 24th of April On Tuesday, the 27th and Wednesday the 28th of June. It is our intention that all 
hearings will be blended events as we are doing this preliminary meeting. And like I mentioned earlier, 
we've still yet to make a decision on exactly where those hearings will be held. meeting agendas in 
particularly for the issue specific hearings, where we publish well in advance to ensure all parties have 
notice of what topics will be discussed. And they can therefore ensure that are suitably prepared and 
suitably representative. At this stage, I would have remind everybody, the NC process is principally a 
written process with representations made in writing current equal weights to all representations made 
at all stages in the process. So that concludes the introductory comments that I just wanted to make in 
terms of the draft timetable. And I just want to sort of move on to those parties that have registered, so 
to speak on this matter of which I have a number. And what I'd like to do, if possible is commence with 
the applicant if I could, 
 
36:34 
sir, thank you, Reuben Taylor national highways. So dealing with the timetable there, I think there are 
three principal issues that that I wanted to address you on. The first relates to a matter of detail really, 
but the requirement for a national policy statement tracker. The second is generally on the timings of 
things, particularly towards the end of the of the process. And the third relates to site visits that have 
been requested. So the the MPs tracker, it's a small point, but we are obviously very happy to provide 
you with a tracker that does what you want. But at the moment, we don't understand precisely what it is 
that you want. We have provided already, to accordance tables, as they're referred to there, their AP 
250 and AP 251 in the library. And we that sets out in sort of sheduled form, how the applicant 
considers the scheme complies with the two relevant and national policy statements. If there is 
something additional that you're after, then if you let us know, we'll we'll provide it. 
 
37:57 
I was just gonna say exactly the same thing. We'll review those and we'll let you know exactly what we 
want and and in terms of the format that will be helpful, most helpful to us and do that as soon as we 
can. We'll try and get that out with the rule eight letter, if not 
 
38:11 
before. Yeah, 
 
38:12 
thank you. I mean, obviously with that with a deadline of the end of this month, the sooner the better 
really from our perspective, I'm sure you're aware of that. The second matter then, the actual timetable 
itself, you will have seen from the third of January letter that the applicant provided in response to your 
rule six letter. Some concerns set out about about timetabling particularly in particular in relation to 
various matters. And before I go into this, I do want to explain that national highways does appreciate 
that there is a tension here between providing time to all the parties to be able to respond between the 
various stages, and you having sufficient time to then take on board what those responses are for the 
purposes of writing your report and where you give time to us it leaves less time for you and and vice 
versa. So we understand there's a balance to be struck. Nevertheless, with that in mind, you will have 
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seen from section four of the letter that some of the items in the in the timetable. National Highways 
considers to be particularly close in time. And we've made some suggestions to shift some of the items 
back slightly. There's 441, A, B and C of the letter. The first relates to Deadline three. There's actually a 
mistake in the letter. Our suggestion is Tuesday the 14th of March for that item not February as written. 
So apologies for that error. And then we would also suggest shifting the item level, which is the second 
questions back some four days to the 24th march. And we've got concerns about deadline before 
again, we would suggest that that could be shifted back to the to the 14th of April. And the reason for 
that is just the sheer proximity and time of deadline three to the hearings, an item nine in the timetable. 
Deadline five is also an issue because it actually falls on a bank holiday following the coronation. And 
we are concerned to ensure that that our team does at least get some chance of enjoying that bank 
holiday. But But we, you know, obviously, we suggest moving that back to working days, we think that 
leaves deadline six unaffected. And last but not least deadline seven, deadline seven at the moment in 
your draft programme falls on the third of July. And the hearings at item 17. Finish on Wednesday, the 
28th of June. So that gives effectively two working days to take into account the what happens at those 
hearings in order to incorporate them in the closing submissions and indeed the final form of the DCO. 
We're concerned that that may be insufficient, insufficient time. And so we're asking I think for two extra 
days until the fifth of July. That's the essential nub of those those particular points. In relation to the 
third matter, which is I think we've seen a number of requests from a number of parties about locations 
for you to visit. And to sort of cut things short. National Highways has absolutely no objection 
whatsoever to any of the suggestions that have been made. 
 
42:12 
Thank you. Thank you for that. I suspect that in terms of the latter point on site visits, once you see our 
notes to exactly where we'd been that might well then sort of help you prepare your list and slim your 
list down I suspect. Thank you very much for those those submissions. If I could now move to Essex 
County Council. 
 
42:39 
Thank you, sir, Dilly bar sh county council with regard to the suggested amendment to the timetable 
that Mr. Taylor had just outlined. And I'm sure that will work from our perspective. But we would like the 
opportunity just to cross check those suggested revisions, if that's okay, with the council calendar, you 
know, things like Paul Council take up a lot of office time. So if we can do that, that would be 
appreciated. And there are two sort of key points I want to make on this item place. The first is 
suggested issue specific hearings that we would like to see covered. And I'm happy to respond in 
writing, if you'd prefer us to do that, or we can cover it now orally. 
 
43:19 
And that preview to sort of birth is preferable. But if you want to sort of very briefly sort of run through 
those now that would be that we find out. 
 
43:26 
Okay, thank you. So we've given some thought to where we think there would be value in having issues 
specific hearings, I'd say as well that we are exploring opportunities for securing external representation 
currently. And it would help us very much so if some of the hearings could be bunched so that they 
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cover kind of common areas of interest to Essex County Council. The key issue specific hearings that 
we would like to see covered our hearings for each of the main junctions on the scheme. So there's 
four memory, four or five kind of key junctions that we would like a hearing on, we think there should be 
a hearing at least one hearing on D trunking. And the approach that's being taken there. That's a very 
important issue for ECC as outlined in the in the next meeting. And we also think there should be an 
issue to do the carrying on construction. And the second point that I wanted to cover was just to provide 
a bit more detail about the potential overlap with the lower Thames crossing examination, if I may. 
Thank you. So we understand from a meeting we had yesterday with our our national highways 
colleagues on the the LTC project that they are anticipating the examination starting in May. We've, we 
think that, you know, potentially going to be quite a big part of that examination, and the latter part of 
this examination will be quite busy times potentially. So we'd certainly like to ensure that the hearings 
themselves didn't clash and the day line 10 clashes? Well, if that's possible, thank you. 
 
45:08 
Thank you for those that that's very helpful. Just in relation to that first point with regards to the 
suggested amendments by the applicant. They're all set out in the applicants letter that was received 
on the third of June. So hopefully you've, you've got that and you can see there, so if you didn't get a 
chance to scribble those down, it's all all set out there for you. 
 
45:26 
That's very helpful. Thank you. 
 
45:29 
Okay, thank you. If I could now move on to moulden District Council who I think are joining us virtually, I 
think. 
 
45:39 
Yes, thank you, is Jackie Longman more than District Council. We would like to raise a similar point 
with regard to the king's coronation, and that deadline date of the 2359 On Monday, the eighth of May. 
This isn't for individuals enjoyment of that bank holiday. It's more from the point of view as a host of 
authority, and a very small, local authority that our limited staffing resources are likely to be engaged in 
public events in the Malden district to help the local community Mark His Majesty's coronation. So from 
motor district councils point of view, it would be very helpful if that deadline could be reviewed, in terms 
of where our staffing resources will be allocated at that time to celebrate the king's coronation. Thank 
you 
 
46:41 
Thank you for that, but again, that's helpful. Next on my list is fearing parish council counsellor, 
Catherine Evans. Again, I think he's online. 
 
46:53 
Yes, thank you. We were making the same point about the coronation and the bank holiday which has 
already been made. We also like to make the point that the stretch for the a 12 from Hatfield Peverel 
parish, to including fearing parish which is a main stretch of the A 12 is in Braintree district, and there 
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are going to be local parish and district council elections on the fourth of May. There may be changes 
for councillors on fourth of May. So the deadline five at the beginning of May allows very little time for 
any new counsellors to get up to speed. We've also we have been advised that perder does not affect 
the participation by counsellors and officers. But I'd just like to clarify that that is correct. 
 
47:50 
Okay, thank you for that on on that last point. I'm not entirely sure whether that's the case. I'm just 
wondering at the Council offices may know more about burden than I may well do but I'm thinking the 
answer is probably probably not. Perhaps that's something we can as a case team, just just double 
check and make sure that's the case. But I think you're probably right on on your conclusion there. 
 
48:16 
Thanks Ken Conservancy's is that everything that you wish to say? Yeah. 
 
48:24 
Yes, thank you. Thank you very much. Okay, moving down my list again. The next time unless he's 
messing it in with Action Group Limited. So Mr. Humphries. 
 
48:37 
Thank you, sir. Very grateful to you. Yes, Steven Humphries on behalf of the Messinian with Action 
Group Limited. I think it partly plays into what ECC was saying in terms of hearings and, and how you 
actually approach the examination. As we've put in writing, it'd be helpful to understand the approach to 
whether you'd be looking at assessing this on a somatic or geographical basis. From my client's 
perspective. Their main concern is with junction 24. So having to review detail and attend hearings, 
whilst sitting and listening, I'd admit it's a relatively selfish point. But I suspect from a community 
perspective, it's true across the board, that most communities would like to understand the schemes as 
they are affecting their area. And often that relates to a specific junction. So it's a respectful request, 
really to do it on a on a geographical basis. In that sense, I think as well that you can be quite easily 
then a mop up session or some sorts of other approach to ensure that all issues across the board are 
taken into consideration. And I'm very sure that the way you will examine it will, of course, secure that 
but that's that's the request from Mia Ji. And I suspect from you may hear the same from other 
communities, I'm sure thank you. 
 
50:02 
Thank you for that that's helpful. If it helps, I suspect the answer your questions, we'll probably do it 
birth, or you will look at it as a whole. And then we're looking at these individuals, because that's how 
the relevant representations and written submissions are likely to take the examination, I suspect with 
parties raising comments about particular locations, we will then look into those particular locations. 
 
50:25 
Okay, and then and then next on my list is a Mr. Will Thomas from Parker strategic land again, I think is 
joining us virtually. 
 
50:40 
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Yes, thank you. Yes, well, Thomas from shoosmiths on behalf of Parker strategic land, our clients has 
an interest in pasture land, which is proposed to be acquired for use as borrow pits. We've submitted 
detailed representations on a number of issues which I won't repeat here. In terms of the draft 
examination timetable, a lot of our concerns really revolve around the permanent acquisition and use of 
the landlord finds interested in for uses borrow pits. These concerns are numerous, and cuts across a 
number of issues in the examination, for example, compulsory purchase land use human health and 
material assets and waste. Therefore, I want to ask is that the examination timetable allow for an issue 
specific hearing on the issue of the borrowed pets? Because we feel it's quite a bit to cover so that 
that's the main point we'd like to raise on that. Okay. 
 
51:42 
Thank you, Mr. Thomas. That's, that's helpful. And that is everybody I have on my list who wishes to 
speak on that item. But just before I move on, can I check if there's anybody in the room who would like 
to make any further comments? Mr. Taylor? 
 
51:59 
Reuben Taylor national highways. So I just wanted to come back on the various issues specific 
suggestions from ACC and an indeed from the gentleman from shoosmiths, on behalf of Parker 
strategic land, if I might, just to clarify that national highways, and welcome to the suggestion of issue 
specific hearings on the trunking and borrow pits. And indeed, as you've indicated, an approach which 
allows consideration of each junction will be within an overview section as well. And indeed, a specific 
consideration of the construction issues. 
 
52:47 
Thank you for that. Just before I go to check on line, is anybody else in the room? Or is everybody 
content that they've raised the points they wanted to raise on this item? Great. I'm not seeing any 
hands in the room. So thank you for that if you could go online, and I think that's Maldon District 
Council. 
 
53:07 
Yes, thank you, Jackie Longman. I just like to mention as well that in reviewing the deadline, from that 
bank holiday, on the eighth of May that in reviewing that day, could you please also consider that we 
have local elections on the fourth of May. So in reviewing, perhaps, you could bear in mind that, you 
know, moving the deadline back, there will be a number of staff involved in those local elections as well. 
So just to raise that point in considering the bank holiday date, as well. Thank you. 
 
53:55 
Thank you very much for that. Before we move on, again, is anybody online who has got any further 
comments that they wish to raise on this item? Again, I'm not seeing any hands. So thank you for your 
comments. Very, very helpful. That as you call it, probably won't be agreeing to anything today. But 
we'll consider your requests and your suggestions, and we'll issue those in the finalised times ever 
which we'll come up with our rule eight letter. Excuse me. If I can move on to Item five now, which is the 
examining authorities procedural decisions, Mr. Goss? 
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54:31 
Thank you, Mr. Hunter. Annex f of the rule six letter sets out the examining authorities procedural 
decisions that we've taken already, since our appointment by the Secretary of State to examine this 
application. Again, I'm not going to go through these because I hope that people have looked at them 
already. It deals with issues such as the statements of common ground And the company site 
inspection. Thank you for the suggestions for the company's site inspection, which was very helpful 
when when we did our and accompanied visit yesterday. There are a number of people that registered 
to speak under the procedures decisions, and I'll go through them in turn. As far as I'm aware, and I'll 
just I'll just list them briefly now. There's the applicant, Matthew Winslow from the golden District 
Council's Stephen Humphries, again from the missing ame worth Action Group, and who was new from 
from Stanford. So starting with the applicant, Mr. Taylor, if you'd like to just just let me have any 
comments that you have concerning procedural decisions. Thank you. 
 
55:49 
Sir. Thank you, Reuben Taylor, national highways, you will have seen from the letter of the third of 
January, the response that national house has provided in relation to statements of common ground. 
And indeed, we've already made our position clear about site inspection. I think we've provided some 
some suggestions for accompany timers, it's in our our schedule for beyond that. I don't think I have 
anything else to say at this stage. 
 
56:24 
Thank you, Miss Taylor. Matthew Winslow Moulton District Council, please. 
 
56:31 
I apologise. Matthew wins. This is Jackie long run from all the District Council. Matthew Winslow is not 
attending today, and I'm unsure what those comments would be. So I'm very sorry, he's not here. 
 
56:46 
Okay, that's no problem at all. Thanks for clarifying that. So perhaps Mr. Humphries, over to you. 
 
56:55 
Thank you, sir. Yes, Steven Humphries, Mia G. Two points, really one of which I think we can cover off 
quite quickly, which was a request to have a statement of common ground agreed with national 
highways, which I'm glad to say last night. Mr. Guy from Womble bond, Dickinson as suggested that 
that can take place with Mr. AAG, but also with messing come in with parish council and understand 
that parish councillors contend to agree that as well. So there'll be a three party statement of common 
ground, there'll be regret with that we will be progressed there. The other point, I think it's probably not 
really an issue. Now in terms of proposed locations for unaccompanied site visits. I'm sure you will have 
seen the locations that have been suggested by Mia ag already seeing as they were all publicly 
accessible, in which case, I don't suggest repeating those, but you have those in front of you. And as 
they're not contentious, you will have seen the locations that have been suggested. Thank you. 
 
58:06 
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Thank you very much. Mr. Humphries. Can I just ask the applicant if you confirm that those additional 
statements? I'm getting a nod? So I think, 
 
58:14 
yes, Ruben Taylor on behalf of national highways. Yes, sir. I can confirm that. An email was sent last 
night, we've agreed to start a process with both Mia G and the parish council to agree a statement of 
common ground which we hope will assist. 
 
58:32 
Thanks so much for that. That's, that's most helpful. I've also got registered speaker, who was the 
name from Stanford's. He wasn't here for the last session. So I don't know whether he's now made an 
appearance. If so please give us a wave. I'm not seeing any hands in the room. Okay. Is there any 
other interested party who wishes to speak? Yes, over to Essex County Council. 
 
59:06 
Thank you, Billy bar from Essex County Council. And just wanted to confirm with you that we are 
working with national highways on a joint statement of common ground, and we expect to have that 
ready for the deadline that you've requested. We also are producing a local impact report. And I I'd note 
that the deadline for both of those documents is the same. It's deadline two, which is I think it's the 13th 
of February. Both of them are quite big documents. I'm sure you'll appreciate that. We need to run 
those through our elected members as well as a local authority that takes some time. It would be 
helpful if you're able to if you could give us a sort of indication as to which is the most important of 
those documents, so that we can focus our efforts which are produced both to stand up required, but 
any indication on that would be helpful. That was my first point. The second point And is that with 
regard to potential site visit locations, we would like to suggest a couple of additional locations if we 
may. The first is a stretch of da 12 that was previously de trunked, which is in COP dock, just south of 
Ipswich. So not within Essex, but not too far away. And the second location is returned and common, 
which are just south of Chelmsford. That is a former section of da 130. That was the trunk some years 
ago, we suggest those locations because we would, we would argue that they are good and bad 
examples of de trunking that are relevant to the examination. And the third point I'd like to make, if I 
may, is that I think it would be helpful if if they're not already, if hard copies of the sort of key application 
documents could be made available at the hearings. So for example, the general arrangement plans, 
perhaps things like the transport assessment, the latest draft DCO, I think it would be quite helpful to 
have a hardcopy available for people to, to review at the hearings as well, if possible. Thank you. 
 
1:01:17 
Thank you very much for that, and the additional suggestions. Cop Doc's quite a distance knit. So what 
we'll have to think about that, that's, we'll have to get our skates on if we're gonna go up there. But we'll 
we'll we'll certainly bear those in mind. 
 
1:01:34 
So just on those alternative locations, I think it would be helpful if you could put those in writing to us, 
along with the justification as to why and we can probably give that that some consideration if you 
could. 
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1:01:44 
Yeah, we'll certainly do that. Thank you. 
 
1:01:46 
Yeah. Yeah, and thank you for you mentioned that some of the statements of common ground are likely 
to be quite weighty. We have seen the correspondence between ethics and the applicant before and it's 
already quite weighty, as far as the correspondence is concerned. So appreciate there's a lot of items 
to cover there. So we will wait to see what's what's going to come in. I can assess the applicant, there 
is a suggestion about if hard copies can be provided in the meetings, which is sounds quite a good 
suggestion, because certainly we found that quite helpful when we got them. 
 
1:02:25 
So yes, I'll take that away. But but the initial reaction I'm getting from my team is positive. So we will do 
our best to ensure that the more important scheme drawings, for example, are are available, and 
indeed relevant ones for each issue specific hearing. 
 
1:02:48 
Sorry, thanks, Mister goes just in terms of the comments message county council in relation to local 
impact reports or statements of common ground. What I would say is that the deadlines was for a draft 
status of common ground. So we're not expecting the final steps are going around right to the end of 
the examination. Both are equally important. But that might help you in terms of our thinking and your 
discussions. Yes, thank you. 
 
1:03:14 
We got our hand raised, I think in the virtual room for Mr. Thomas. So. So anything you want to say 
under this particular item? 
 
1:03:23 
Yes, thank you. I think you referenced that in our in our written reps. But Arclight Park and strategic 
land would also like to be added to the list of parties, which national highways are going to produce a 
statement of common ground with the reason we say this is because we have quite a few significant 
concerns about the scheme insofar as it affects our clients interests. We're quite far apart on quite a 
number of points, and therefore we feel mistaken a common ground would may I address some of our 
clients concerns and also narrow the issues in dispute and be be of assistance to the inspector? 
Request. Thank you. 
 
1:04:07 
Mr. Taylor, ruined Taylor national highways. Sir. We don't have any objection to entering into a 
statement of common ground where it's justified in relation to park a strategic land however, they were 
not a policy that we we identified as having a an interest in land in during the hard press processes. 
And the first we knew of their interest, what were the written relevant representations that were 
provided? To date as I as I understand that position, and as I'm instructed Parker strategic land has not 
demonstrated that it has an interest in the land. And so obviously, subject to to that we've been 
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conducting our discussions with singers who are the freeholders of the land. Now, if it turns out that 
park of strategic land does have an interest, and they can demonstrate that to us, we're quite happy to 
consider entering into a statement of common ground with them. But at the moment, when I'm not in a 
position to be able to, to agree to that. 
 
1:05:25 
I suspect Mr. Thomas is going to come back because I think there's a number of sites that you you 
have an involvement with whether or not it's a legal interest is something which clearly you can enter 
into discussions with them the outcome, but do you want to come back on that? Mr. Thomas? 
 
1:05:42 
Yes, I appreciate national highways comments, our client does have an interest by way of a promotion 
agreement over the site and that that agreement was entered into relatively recently. So we're happy to 
provide redacted copy of that body of evidence, national highways, and hopefully that would be 
sufficient for them to agree to answer interesting the common ground with us. But as to whether it 
makes it onto the list in the the procedural matters, it is the examination authority, but we feel it would 
be of assistance to you the inspectorate. So that that's our request. 
 
1:06:21 
Thank you, Mr. Thomas, that that's noted. And certainly, if there could be an exchange between 
yourselves and the applicant, to try and resolve the decision on whether or not the promotion 
agreement is sufficient to be aligned interest is is something that, you know, they can cast cast an eye 
over and let us know. But certainly your overall submission is noted. And thank you for that. Thank you. 
Now, is there anybody else? Mr. Thomas, so assume your hands going down now. That's just the point 
you just made your Thank you. There is there is a hand up at the back of the room. Can I ask you to 
come forward, sir, and introduce yourself and let us know what you want to address us on? 
 
1:07:18 
Right, thank you very much for the opportunity to save a very few words on this particular topic. Michael 
log of custody Michael lager from the western town council. And the point that I just wished to put to 
you is that in the list of organisations that have been included as for which statements for common 
ground, are being requested that the town council be added to that list, reason being that the town 
council owns land in Westmead, reserve, Nature Reserve, and also on the other side of these sta 12. 
That will be affected by the order as and when it's made and in the present form. And so, there are 
aspects which we have discussed with the applicant over numerous meetings. And we do anticipate it 
will be possible to present you with a statement of common ground that will be agreed with account with 
the with the applicant. Just to conclude that there are major works included in the area of the town 
council, with the reconstruction of accesses to the A 12. The removal of existing accesses numerous 
bridges, preservation of public footpaths and rights of way and many other works, including the 
diversion of course of the gas main. So there will be aspects there that we think can be covered by a 
statement or common ground, which will save the examining authority considerable amount of time, 
and will help you reach a conclusion based on local evidence as well as the facts of the matter. Thank 
you very much. 
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1:09:00 
Thank you, Counsellor. I think that's a very most helpful suggestion, and I assume the applicant will 
take that on board. But I don't know if Mr. Taylor wants to convert. 
 
1:09:10 
Reuben Taylor national house, I can confirm that we're happy to enter into a statement of common 
ground with the town council. 
 
1:09:17 
Thank you very much, Mr. Taylor. And thank you for everyone for your comments on this point. Any 
more comments? If not, I'll move over to Mr. Wiltshire who move on to item six on the agenda. Thank 
you. 
 
1:09:37 
Thank you, Mr. Ghost. Item six is any other matters. I've had no other matters notified to me or the 
following. Or anybody registered to speak on these. I have noted Mr. Mahone is request and my 
suggestion is that that's more appropriate at this afternoon's open floor hearing if that's to write with 
him. Is there anybody else who wishes to speak at this preliminary meeting? I have a hand up at the 
back. One person, I can't see anybody virtually. The gentleman at the back would like to introduce 
himself, please. 
 
1:10:23 
Thank you. Gary song, Braintree District Council planning officer. Just to return to the point on perder, 
we haven't had an opportunity to speak on that yet. We are going to consult our legal team and 
elections team as to whether it will be an issue. And we'll get back to you in a written representation 
following this meeting. 
 
1:10:50 
Thank you very much. That'd be very helpful. I cannot see anybody else. So I'll hand back to Mr. 
Hunter, please for Item seven. 
 
1:11:07 
Thank you for that Mr. Wilczek. Now needs my to to close this preliminary meeting. So thank you all for 
contributing so fully and usefully to this meeting this morning. may remind you that both notes and an 
audio recording of the proceedings today will be available as soon as we possibly can on the inspection 
website. I'm sure they don't need to remind you but the examination stage begins this afternoon with 
the first open floor hearings starting at two o'clock and I hope you'll be able to join us for that. And then 
there's a further open floor hearing, which again will take place this evening commencing at 630. The 
time is now 1111. And the printed meeting is now closed. Thank you 


